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History of excavation works at Lake Nojiri
1948  Matsunosuke Kato found a cheektooth(hot-water bottle fossil)
1962 1st excavation Found fossiles of a Naumann elephant and Yabe giant deer
1963 2nd excavation Confirmation of the(last)Ice Age by radioactive age determination
  and analysis of pollens
1964 3rd excavation Found a flake of a palaeolith
1965  4th excavation Found a part of head bone of a Naumann elephant
1973 5th excavation Found "Crescent and Star",a knife-shaped stone artifact
  and a bone artifact
1975 6th excavation Found a Venus statue(?) 
1978 7th excavation Found a head bone of a Naumann elephant and a fossil of an insect
1981 8th excavation Found a 2.4m long tusk
1984 9th excavation Found a spiral flake and a coprolite(?)
1987 10th excavation Found a bone cleaver(machete-shaped bone tool)

1990 11st excavation Proved a fossil to be the footprint of a Naumann elephant
1993 12nd excavation Found a rib with line traces (traces of dissection?)
1997 13rd excavation Found a hammer stone and a bone of the upper arm
  of a Naumann elephant
2000 14th excavation Found a complete set of right and left cheek teeth
  of a Naumann elephant
2003 15th excavation Found an ancient shoreline
2006 16th excavation Found a footprint fossil of a Japanese deer 
2008 17th excavation Found a fossil of a moose
2010 18th excavation Found a hammer stone and a tusk of Naumann elephant
2012 19th excavation Found a cheek tooth of a Naumann elephant and a flake
2014 20th excavation Found a radius of Yabe giant deer
2016 21st excavation Found a piece of an upper arm bone of Yabe giant deer
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Lake Nojiri is also known as “Lake Fuyo” since the shape of the lake resembles Fuyo 
leaves. Please explore the Lake Nojiri area and discover its culture, historical literary 
sites and the 34 Naumann elephant metal sculptures positioned around the lake.
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History of excavation works at Lake Nojiri
1948  Matsunosuke Kato found a cheektooth(hot-water bottle fossil)
1962 1st excavation Found fossiles of a Naumann elephant and Yabe giant deer
1963 2nd excavation Confirmation of the(last)Ice Age by radioactive age determination
  and analysis of pollens
1964 3rd excavation Found a flake of a palaeolith
1965  4th excavation Found a part of head bone of a Naumann elephant
1973 5th excavation Found "Crescent and Star",a knife-shaped stone artifact
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2003 15th excavation Found an ancient shoreline
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2016 21st excavation Found a piece of an upper arm bone of Yabe giant deer
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